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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 226.] 
I po not expect that I will be able to answer my mind in telling you how 
I feel with regard to these things, but I will do the best Ican. You have 
been gathered to these mountains of Israel, led by a Prophet, a seer, a 
revelator, and a mighty man. When we came here we found a barren 
desert. Men said, “Go to California; you cannot do anything here.” “No,” 
President Young said, “we shall stay here; we shall build a Temple here; 
we shall build a city here. This is what is ordained of God and we shall 
accomplish it. Judge, brethren and sisters, whether he was inspired or 
not. We have madea beginning. We have made the desert to blossom 
as the rose, and laid the foundation for the great work of our God that is 
going to be fulfilled in these mountains of Israel, and you will stand in 
holy places while the judgments of God work in the earth. Yes, let the 
world read these judgments of God, and that which lies before all nations 
under heaven. These things will come to pass to the very letter. Then 
what is our duty and our position here? The Lord told us through the 
Prophet Joseph, in the beginning of this work, that He was going to call 
Elders into the vineyard for the last time, to prune the vineyard. We 
have got to prepare it for the coming of the San of Man. The wheat has 
got to be gathered into the garner before the chaff is burned. And the 
Elders of Israel have got to go forth and warn the inhabitants of the 
earth, as Joseph Smith told the Twelve Apostles the last time I saw him 
before his martyrdom, when he laid before us the work he was required 
todo. The Prophet said: “God has given to me every key, every power 
and principle of salvation belonging to this great last dispensation; and 
I have sealed upon your heads every key, principle and power which God 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


238 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


has sealed upon’me. Now, you Apostles, round up your shoulders and 
bear off this kingdom, or you will be damned, saith the Lord.” Ido not 
forget these things, and they are true. I believe I am the only man living 
in the flesh who was present on that occasion. This is our position, 
brethren and sisters, before the Lord. There is a tremendous responsibility 
upon these Latter-day Saints. We have the world to warn. We have to 
preach the Gospel, and attend to those things that God has committed to 
us. The Prophet Joseph and his brother Hyrum were martyred, and they 
will have a martyr’s crown. They have gone to the other side of the veil, 
to mingle with the Gods, and to plead for their brethren, and they are 
faithful and diligent in their duties. But some of us are left behind. 
Since that time this work has gone on, and it has got to continue, and we 
cannot avoid this. What the Lord requires at the hands of these Apostles, 
and Elders and Latter-day Saints, is to warn the world, to preach the 
Gospel, to build up Zion, to carry out the purposes of the Lord, and to 
prepare ourselves to stand in holy places while the judgments of God work 
in the earth. 

Joseph Smith revealed unto us the principle of the redemption of the 
dead. There was no revelation I ever read that gave me more joy and 
consolation than that. Jesus Christ and the Apostles had to go to the 
spirits in prison and redeem those who had lived from the days of Noah 
down to their generation. Here we have one thousand and eight hundred 
years, during which millions and millions of the human family have died 
without the Gospel of Christ. They have gone into the spirit world, and 
the Lord expects these Latter-day Saints to go forth and redeem these 
dead, as they hold the keys of the salvation of their dead; so that when 
they go into the spirit world and meet their fathers and their mothers 
and their relatives, they shall not say to them, “You held the keys of my 
salvation, and you have not attended to this work, and I am left here in 
prison.” We should not neglect this. It is not only our duty to preach 
the Gospel and to warn the world, that they may be left without excuse 
in the day of God’s judgment, but it is our duty to redeem our dead. 
Joseph Smith, when he was martyred, went and opened the prison doors 
in the spirit world. So did those brethren that died in Zion’s camp. 
Every Elder that has gone to the other side of the veil has a work to per- 
form there, and those in the spirit world will receive their testimony. 
But they cannot be baptized there. Their sons and daughters who dwell 
in the flesh have to carry out this great and mighty work. 

Brethren and sisters, these are some of the duties that are required of 
us. We should open our eyes, and our ears, and our hearts, to see, hear 
and understand the great and mighty responsibility that rests upon us. 
Thank God, we have had power in this barren desert to build three Tem- 
ples. Hundreds of thousands of the dead have been redeemed in these 
Temples, and there are millions yet to be redeemed. Here is this Salt 
Lake Temple that President Young laid the foundation of. We want to 
finish that Temple and dedicate it unto the Lord. This is some of the 
work that is required of us. The eyes of all the heavenly hosts are over 
these Latter-day Saints, and they are over these sons and daughters that 
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dwell in the mountains of Israel. God Himself and His Son Jesus Christ, 
who is our advocate with the Father, look to us to do this work. The eyes 
of Joseph Smith and every Prophet and Saint of God who dwells in the 
spirit world are watching over us. They cannot come here and build 
that Temple. They are not ordained to that. But we are here in the 
flesh, and I ask, in the name of the Lord, and as a great favor of these 
Latter-day Saints, that we will unite together with our means and finish 
that Temple, that we may go into it and redeem our dead. Many of you 
have got thousands of relatives in the spirit world who are looking to you. 
They never heard the Gospel in life, but they will hear it, at the mouth of 
David Patten, Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, John Taylor, and these 
Apostles and Elders that have gone into the spirit world. But, as I said 
before they cannot be baptized there. We can, and we must do it for 
them. 

This is how I feel about our position. We are here by the power of 
God. It is a marvel to me that we are as well off as we are. It is a mar- 
vel to me that we have the power that we have. For there is a vast num- 
ber of fallen spirits that are at war against God and His Christ, against 
this people and this Church, and against the redemption of the dead. 
Lucifer knows that if this Church prospers, his kingdom will fall. But 
God has sustained us, and will sustain us until we get through, if we do 
our duty. The hand of God is over us here, and Zion is a city set upon a 
hill, which cannot be hid. We are only small, and have only just begun 
the organization; but the Lord will hasten His work, and it will continue 
until all these promises of God will be fulfilled. There is where my faith 
rests and my consolation dwells. I know that God is true, and that the 
testimonies of all the Patriarchs and Prophets have thus far been fulfilled 
to the very letter. There is not a city nor a generation but has felt the 
chastening hand of God when they have undertaken to overthrow the 
work of God. 

I want to say something in relation to home industry. True, it is Sun- 
day, but that matters not; for we are called to build up Zion temporally 
as well as spiritually. All that has been said in our conference with 
regard to home industry is good. We want to continue this, and as far as 
we possibly can we should, as President Young told us, open doors of work 
and labor among ourselves. These temporal matters are a part of the 
labors that we have to perform while we are here. Brethren, when we 
get on the other side of the veil, and our eyes are opened, we will marvel 
over a great many things that we do not understand here; and a great 
many things will there be understood that cannot be here. 

One subject more I want to name, and that is with regard to our future. 
I will tell you what the Lord has revealed to me. You talk of revelation. 
I have a good many revelations. We are not particularly required to 
write all the revelations given to us. Joseph Smith wrote revelations in 
his day, and we have them to read, and they will all be fulfilled to the 
very letter. There has been a good deal said about the rising generation 
of the Latter-day Saints. I will tell you what will come to pass. My sons, 
the sons of my Counselors, the sons of these Apostles, and the sons of 
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this people, will rise up by the power of God, and they will take this 
Kingdom and bear it off. You need make no mistake about this matter. 
They are the element that God has ordained, the same as He ordained us, 
to do His work. Our posterity will not forsake the Lord, nor their 
fathers, nor their mothers, nor the work in which they are engaged. Too 
many of them, it is true, have been led astray; too many of them have 
been found where they should not be; but the bulk of the sons of this 
people will remain true and faithful to this work. There is no other 
element the heavens look to but the rising generation of the Latter-day 
Saints, in connection with the Lamanites, and they will be true and 
faithful. The Spirit of God will be with them, and they will follow the 
footsteps of their fathers, as their fathers follow Christ; and they will 
in their day and time stand—yes, brethren and sisters, our sons will stand 
in the flesh in the midst of these judgments of Almighty God when it will 
require faith and power, even to commanding the elements to obey them, 
to live. These judgments are at the door. 

Brethren and sisters, many of us forget at times that we are here ona 
mission. When I was but a boy I read the New Testament, under old 
Dr. Porter and others, and I read about Jesus Christ and His Apostles; 
that they had power to conimand the elements to obey them, power to 
command the sick and they were healed, and power to command the dead 
and they were raised to life. “Oh,” said I, “may I live to see a Prophet; 
may I live to see an Apostle; may I live to see a man of God who will 
teach me these principles.” The first sermon I heard preached by a ser- 
vant of God I embraced the Gospel and was baptized. From that day to 
this I have not seen one moment when I have had any doubt with regard 
to the truth of this work. Whatever trials I have had, they have been of 
a different nature to that. I say to our young men in Zion, arise and 
obey the commands of God. Go before the Lord and get the Holy 
Ghost, and open your eyes to the work that lies before you. Your fathers 
are passing away and going to the other side of the veil, where we shall 
all go in our time. But the kingdom will rise, and God will sustain it, and 
it will never fall from this time till it is prepared as the bride, the lamb’s 
wife, for the coming of the Son of Man. 

I feel to bless the Latter-day Saints. We have got a noble class of men . 
and women in the mountains of Israel. No better men and women ever 
lived on the earth. Read the history of these Relief Societies, these 
Improvement Associations, these Primaries, and the labors of our sisters 
in Israel. They have been true and faithful all the way through, and 
they have been raised up, the same as the Elders of Israel have, to stand 
in the flesh and to magnify their callings in their day and time. They 
are doing a great work and God will bless them, and I bless them with 
every sentiment of my heart. I feel also to bless my brethren who bear 
the Apostleship. Now, you talk about union. Can Apostles dwell with 
this work upon their shoulders without being united? They cannot do 
it. The same Spirit bears record to each of them. Here are my Coun- 
selors and the Apostles, we are of one heart and mind, and when we have 
the Spirit of God there is nothing but that we see alike in. Here is 
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Brother Snow, an aged man as well as myself, and the President of the 
Twelve Apostles ; he has got the spirit of his calling and office with him, 
and God is blessing him. He is full of revelation, full of the Spirit of the 
Lord. We have a mighty work upon us, and we want power in the midst 
of Israel to carry it out, and to do what the Lord requires of us; and we 
shall have power todo it. I tell you I rejoice when I let my mind rest 
upon these Temples of our God in these mountains of Israel. Who ever 
heard of such a thing in any generation?—a class of men driven from the 
society of the Christian world into the wilderness have power to gather 
together and rear these Temples unto the name of the Most High God, and 
go into these Temples and to attend to the ordinances therein. We hold 
and will hold the keys of the salvation of our dead to the endless ages of 
eternity. As the Prophet said, the Lord has raised up saviors upon 
Mount Zion, while the kingdom is the Lord’s in the latter days. The 
heavens are full of revelation. The earth is full of revelation. The Bible 
is full of revelation, as well as these other books that we have; and we 
have revelation, and should have day by day. 

I thank God that I am alive, and that He has preserved me up to this 
hour. I have a good many times, and some of them lately, come pretty 
near going to the other side of the veil; but I know that I have tens of 
thousands of prayers of righteous men and women, which ascend into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth day by day; and when I say that of myself 
I say it of my Counselors, of these Apostles, and of the Elders of Israel. 
They have the prayers of the people. These prayers are heard and an- 
swered. The Lord has taken whom he would take, and has preserved in 
life whom he would preserve, according to the counsels of His own will. 
We are appointed to a certain work, and when we get through our sons will 
take it and bear it off. Zion will arise, and the glory of God will rest 
upon her; she will have power in the earth, and the day is at hand when, 
as Joseph Smith said, thousands of the great men of the earth will come 
to Zion to behold the glory thereof. 

God bless you, and pour out His Spirit upon you, and guide and direct 
you all. Remember your prayers. Be kind to one another. Do not find 
fault with one another. We ought to be careful in speaking evil of one 
another. Bear one another up. Brethren and sisters, the glory of the 
whole matter is, that when we get through we are going to have our 
families with us—our fathers and our mothers, our brothers and our 
sisters, our wives and our children—in the morning of the resurrection, 
in the family organization of the celestial world, to dwell forever and for- 
ever. This is worth all you or I can sacrifice the few years we have to 
spend here in the flesh. God bless you. Amen. 


DID NORWEGIANS DISCOVER AMERICA? 


THE Royal Library at Copenhagen possesses a book of the greatest value, 
and which has never been translated. In Denmark it is called “Flatobogen’ 
(the book of Flatoé). It is a work in two volumes containing the history 
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of the Kings of Norway, written (clearly and artistically upon very fine 
parchment) between the years 1370 and 1380 by two Christian monks, 
Magnus Thorhallson and Yon Thordarson, who lived at Flatoe, an Iceland 
fjord. 

In the chapter which contains the Icelandic legend of Erik the Red and 
his son Leif the Fortunate, it is related that in 986, Erik and his son 
started from Iceland, and, journeying westward, discovered Greenland. 
Leif soon came back to his native place, but after a time he went to 
Norway, where King Olaf Trygveson persuaded him to embrace the 
Christian religion and to go to Greenland again in order to evangelize it, 

Leif set out again, but went southward, and, in the year 1000, discovered 
the country which is called Wineland in this extraordinary book. Now, 
at which precise point did Lief disembark? This is a question which was 
warmly discussed by learned men. Two of them agreed that this country 
could not be farther north than latitude 49 deg. and not farther south than 
Newfoundland. If this is correct, and the idea has received considerable 
support in recent years, America was discovered in the year 1000 by Leif 
the Fortunate. 

Naturally, American savants are much interested in this book, the exist- 
ence of which was unknown to many of them, and overtures were made 
by the American Government to the Danish Government to permit it to 
be exhibited at the Chicago Exhibition. Extraordinary guarantees for 
the safety of the manuscript were demanded by the latter Government; a 
man-of-war was to be sent specially to Copenhagen to fetch the “Flato- 
bogen,” it was to be insured for £20,000, and was to be placed in a special 
building and guarded day and night by soldiers. 

In the end the Danish Government altered its decision and refused to 
let the manuscript go out of the Royal Library at Copenhagen, but gave 
permission for it to be photographed. So the Americans will have to be 
satisfied with pictures of this book. 

As Iceland and Greenland, the countries of these Vikings, were Nor- 
wegian colonies and inhabited by people of Norwegian birth and ex- 
traction, the saga of Lief Ericson belongs to the history of Norway, and 
the learned men of this country have always cultivated the study of the 
“Flatobogen,” of which the account of the discovery of America forms 
| only a very small part. 
| It is worth mentioning that a statue of Lief Ericson has been erected at 
| Boston at the expense of the Norwegians in America, assisted by their 
American fellow-citizens; that the Norwegians in Chicago have raised a 
subscription for a picture representing the first discovery of America, 
which is to be offered to the city of Chicago; and that the inhabitants of 
the “mother country” will send to Chicago an exact representation of a 
ship of the time of the Vikings. 

This ship is at present in the port of Christiania, where, in connection 
with another, it is attracting great attention. The second vessel is quite 
the opposite of the first; it is of ultra-modern construction, and may one 
day be historic, for it is the ship in which Dr. Nansen intends making his 
attempt to reach the North Pole.—Zxchange. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The Bell telephone patent expired March 7. 


In Rome there are 30 cardinals, 35 bishops, 1,369 priests, 2,832 monks and 2,215 nuns, 
In the same city live 190,000 people who can neither read nor write. 


There is a tribe in Central Africa among whom speakers in public debates are required 
to stand on one leg while speaking, and to speak only as long as they can so stand. 


A curious circumstance in connection with the recent epidemic of cholera at Hamburg 
was the departure of all the birds from the city only a few days prior to the outbreak. 


The average person trims off the thirty-second part of an inch from each finger nail a 
week, or about an inch and a half every year. The average human life all over the world 
is forty years. There are 1,300,000,000 people in the world who, therefore, waste on an 
average 28,400 miles of finger nails in a generation. 


The Osage Indians are supposed to be the richest tribe of people in the world. Num- 
bering but 670, they have about $10,000,000 to their credit in the Government Treasury 
of the United States. In addition to this they own 1,500,000 acres of land and are abso- 
lutely free from debt. Each member of the tribe has an annual income of $220, and, it 
is said, is steadily accumulating property by careful management. 

The extent of the depression in the British shipping trade just now may be gathered 
from the fact that altogether 479 vessels, representing a tonnage of 856,000, are laid up 
at English and Scotch ports. At Liverpool 156 steamers, representing about 100,000 
tons, are lying idle, and over 150 vessels are laid up on the Tyne. In addition there are 
99 British steamers lying idle at Continental ports. The idleness of these vessels re- 
presents a loss in wages of some £50,000 a month, and the loss falls upon 8,000 unemployed 
sailors, engineers, officers and others. 


The most destructive fire in the history of Boston, Mass., U.S. A., broke out shortly 
after four o’clock on the afternoon of March 10, and before it was gotten under control, 
burned more than a quarter of a square, reducing to ashes several magnificent new 
seven and eight story buildings recently completed, which were burned over three and a 
half years ago. It consumed property valued by a conservative estimate at $4,500,000, 
and was attended by scenes of panic and distress never before equalled in the history of 
immense conflagrations in that city, and destroyed several human lives, and mangled or 
maimed at least thirty persons, some of whom are not expected to recover. 


It is reported that near Currizo Springs, Texas, an oval topped mound, covered with 
petrified human skulls, has been discovered. The mound is circular in form and about 
100 feet high, and on one side is joined to a short range of hills of about the same height. 
On the summit and for some distance down the sloping side it is covered with what appear 
to be smooth, spherical bones, which upon close examination prove to be, it is said, petri- 
fied human skulls distorted into grotesque shapes. It is further stated that, by removing 
the loose dirt and sand from the orifices of the face, the unmistakable human countenance 
is revealed. Bones of other classes are also said to be found there, and from all appear- 
ances the whole mound is formed of human skulls. 


No more effective temperance lesson has been preached in many weeks than that con- 
tained: in the news item announcing that the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway 
was discharging all drinking men among its train employes ; and that drinking, either on 
or off duty, and loafing around saloons would be considered grounds for immediate release. 
It is not that railway employes are a drinking class more than other men that this is 
mentioned, but simply because it illustrates what is going on in every branch of industry. 
The rush and bustle and heavy pressure of business duties to-day make it imperative 
that men be at their best in order to satisfactorily meet the requirements under which 
they labor, and every thoughtful man knows the habitual drinker cannot come up to the 
standard. It is said that other railroad companies intend to follow the example set by 
this company. 


- 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNTAL STAR. 


MONDAY, APRIL 10, 1893. 


ADDRESS FROM THE FIRST PRESIDENCY. 


To the Officers and Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints: 

The near approach of the date for the dedication of the Temple of our 
God moves us to express with some degree of fullness our feelings to our 
brethren, the officers of the Church who with us bear the Priesthood of 
the Son of God, and to the Latter-day Saints generally; to the end that 
in entering into that holy building we may all be found acceptable our- 
selves, with our households, and that the building which we shall dedicate 
may also be acceptable unto the Lord. 

The Latter-day Saints have used their means freely to erect other 
Temples in these valleys, and our Father has blessed us in our efforts. 
To-day we enjoy the great happiness of having three of these sacred 
structures completed, dedicated to and accepted of the Lord, wherein the 
Saints can enter and attend to those ordinances which He, in His infinite 
goodness and kindness, has revealed. But for forty years the hopes, de- 
sires, and anticipations of the entire Church have been centered upon the 
completion of this edifice in the principal city of Zion. Its foundation 
was laid in the early days of our settlement in these mountains; and from 
that day until the present, the eyes of the members of the Church in 
every land have been lovingly directed toward it. Looking upon it as 
the Temple of Temples, the people during all these years have labored 
with unceasing toil, undiminished patience and ungrudging expenditure 
of means to bring it to its present condition of completion; and now that 
the toils and the sacrifices of forty years are crowned so successfully and 
happily; now that the great building is at last finished and ready to be 
used for divine purposes, need we say that we draw near an event whose 
consummation is to us as a people momentous in the highest degree? 
Far-reaching in its consequences as that occasion is certain to be, what 
remains for us to say in order to impress the entire Church with a sense 
of its tremendous importance! 

On this point, surely nothing; yet may we offer a few words upon a 
phase that directly touches it. No member of the Church who would be 
deemed worthy to enter that sacred house can be considered ignorant of 
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the principles of the Gospel. It is not too much to presume that every 
one knows what his duty is to God and to his fellow man. None is so 
forgetful as to have lost sight of the admonition that we must be filled 
with love for and charity toward our brethren. And hence none can for 
a moment doubt the supreme importance of every member of the congre- 
gation being at peace with all his or her brethren and sisters, and at peace 
with God. How else can we hope to gain the blessings He has promised 
save by complying with the requirements for which those blessings are 
the reward? 

Can men and women who are violating a law of God, or those who are 
derelict in yielding obedience to His commands, expect that the mere 
going into His holy house and taking part in its dedication will render 
them worthy to receive, and cause them to receive, His blessing? 

Do they think that repentance and turning away from sin may be so 
lightly dispensed with? 

Do they dare, even in thought, thus to accuse our Father of injustice 
and partiality, and attribute to Him carelessness in the fulfillment of His 
own words? 

Assuredly no one claiming to belong to His people would be guilty of 
such a thing. 

Then must those who are unworthy cease to expect a blessing from 
their attendance at the Temple while sin unrepented of still casts its odor 
about them, and while bitterness or even an unforgiving coolness exists in 
their hearts against their brethren and sisters. 

On this latter subject we feel that much might be said. In the striving 
after compliance with the apparently weightier matters of the law, there 
is a possibility that the importance of this spirit of love and kindness 
and charity may be underestimated. For ourselves, we cannot think of 
any precept that at present requires more earnest inculcation. 

During the past eighteen months there has been a division of the Latter- 
day Saints upon national party lines. Political campaigns have been con- 
ducted, elections have been held, and feelings, more or less intense, have 
been engendered in the minds of brethren and sisters upon one side and 
the other. 

We have been cognizant of conduct and have heard of many expressions 
that have been very painful to us and have grieved our spirits. 

We know they have been an offense unto the God of peace and love, and 
a stumbling-block unto many of the Saints. 

We feel now that a time for reconciliation has come; that before en- 
tering into the Temple to present ourselves before the Lord in solemn as- 
sembly, we shall divest ourselves of every harsh and unkind feeling against 
each other; that not only our bickerings shall cease, but that the cause of 
them shall be removed, and every sentiment that prompted and has main- 
tained them shall be dispelled; that we shall confess our sins one to 
another, and ask forgiveness one of another; that we shall plead with 
the Lord for the spirit of repentance, and, having obtained it, follow 
its promptings; so that in humbling ourselves before Him and seeking 
forgiveness from each other, we shall yield that charity and generosity 
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to those who crave our forgiveness that we ask for and expect from 
Heaven. 

Thus may we come up into the holy place with our hearts free from 
guile and our souls prepared for the edification that is promised! Thus 
shall our supplications, undisturbed by a thought of discord, unitedly 
mount into the ears of Jehovah and draw down the choice blessings of 
the God of Heaven! | 

As your brethren, sustained by your vote and in your faith as the First 
Presidency of the Church, we have this to say to the Latter-day Saints, 
in our individual as well as our official capacity: If there is a single 
member of the Church who has feelings against us, we do not wish to 
cross the threshold of the Temple until we have satisfied him and removed 
from him all cause of feeling, either by explanation or by making proper 
amends and atonement; neither would we wish to enter the sacred portals 
of that edifice until we have sought an explanation, or amends, or atone- 
ment from any against whom we may have either a real or fancied griev- 
ance. 

In now announcing this course for ourselves, we say to all the other 
officers of the Church that we desire them to follow our example. We 
wish them from highest to lowest and throughout all the Stakes and 
Wards of Zion to take heed of this counsel. Let them invite all who may 
have feelings against them to come forward and make them known; let 
them then endeavor to correct any misapprehensions or misunderstandings 
which may exist, or give redress for any wrong or injury that may have 
been done. 

We say the same—and when the officers have taken the course indicated 
we wish them to say the same—to the individual members of the Church. 
We call upon them to seek to have the fellowship of their brethren and 
their sisters, and their entire confidence and love; above all to seek to 
have the fellowship and union of the Holy Ghost. Let this spirit be 
sought and cherished as diligently within the smallest and humblest 
family circle as within the membership of the highest organization and 
quorum. Let it permeate the hearts of the brothers and sisters, the 
parents and children of the household, as well as the hearts of the First 
Presidency and Twelve. Let it mellow and soften all differences between 
members of the Stake Presidencies and the High Councils, as well as 
between neighbors living in the same ward. Let it unite young and old, 
male and female, flock and shepherd, people and Priesthood in the bonds 
of gratitude and forgiveness and love, so that Israel may feel approved of 
the Lord, and that we may all come before Him with a conscience void of 
offense before all men. Then there will be no disappointment as to the 
blessings promised those who sincerely worship Him. The sweet whis- 
perings of the Holy Spirit will be given to them and the treasures of 
Heaven, the communion of angels, will be added from time to time, for 
His promise has gone forth and it cannot fail! 

Asking God’s blessing upon you all in your endeavor to carry out this 
counsel, and desirous of seeing it take the form of a united effort on the 
part of the whole people, we suggest that Saturday, March 25, 1893, be set 
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apart as a day of fasting and prayer. On that occasion we advise that 
the Presidencies of Stakes, the High Councils, the Bishops and their 
Counselors, meet together with the Saints in their several meeting houses, 
confess their sins one to another, and draw out from the people all feelings 
of anger, of distrust, or of unfriendliness that may have found a lodgment; 
so that entire confidence may then and there be restored and love from 
this time prevail through all the congregations of the Saints. 

Witrorp WoopRrvurr, 

GEORGE Q. CANNON, 

JosEPH F. SMITH, 

First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


To the Latter-day Saints in the European Mission: 

Beloved Brethren and Sisters—The Latter-day Saints in the European 
Mission are requested to observe a special day of fasting and solemn 
prayer unto the Lord; among the Saints gathered in the land of Zion the 
twenty-fifth day of March was set apart for that purpose. 

In respect to the wishes of the First Presidency, who are desirous 
of seeing their counsel carried out in the form of a united effort on the 
part of the whole people, it has been deemed advisable to select, as a day 
most suitable and convenient to the Saints throughout the European 
Mission, Sunday, April 23, 1893. 

It is desirable that every member of the Church join in these services 
of prayer and praise, that all differences and unfriendly feelings between 
members may be mellowed, softened, and removed, and that love and 
confidence may dwell within the bosom of every Saint of the Most High. 

Presiding officers in the Mission are requested to arrange meeting places 
to accommodate the Saints as far as practicable. The Saints will assemble 
fasting, in their respective meeting places, at the hour of 10 o'clock on 
Sunday morning, April 23, and continue in thanksgiving and prayer, and 
in such religious exercises as the Spirit of the Lord may prompt for such 
a length of time as wisdom and circumstances may dictate. 

Let the people return at the completion of the services to their homes 
and partake of food with rejoicing before the Lord; and let the Saints 
be united in one heart, and determined in one mind, to make this a day of 
peace, blessing and benefit to all, to the glory of God. 

Your Brother, 
ALFRED SOLOMON, 
Acting-President of the European Mission of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


A TIME OF PEACE AND THANKSGIVING. 


THe call for the observance of a special fast day will be met with a 
cheerful response in the hearts of the Latter-day Saints. Under ordinary 
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circumstances a suggestion of this nature would be quickly heeded; when, 
as at the present time, it is occasioned by the completion of a sacred 
edifice, the dedication of which has been looked forward to with thrills of 
delight by thousands of the Latter-day Saints, it is indeed appropriate 
that the response tendered should not only be given with alacrity, but 
should be one of praise and thanksgiving unto the Lord, who has pre- 
served His Saints from evil, and whose hand has been stretched forth in 
preservation in the triumphs that have been wrought out for them over 
the powers of the adversary. 

The Latter-day Saints are a temple-building people. God has informed 
them that His people were and are always commanded to build temples, 
or holy houses, unto His holy name. In these sacred edifices are per- 
formed ordinances for the salvation of the living and the dead—ordin- 
ances essentially connected with the salvation of the human family. 
Since the organization of the Church, sixty-three years ago, not less 
than eight temples have been designated, and their sites consecrated, of 
which five have been dedicated and ordinances administered therein— 
one at Kirtland, Ohio; Nauvoo, Illinois; St. George, Logan, and Manti, 
Utah. The places appointed and consecrated by the Prophet Joseph 
Smith in Independence and Far West are not now in the hands of the 
Saints; yet the time wil] come when the Lord will open up the way for 
the faithful Saints to return to the land of their inheritances, and build 
up the waste places of Zion. The building of temples is a leading feature 
connected with the requirements of this dispensation; and in the House 
of God just completed and dedicated, which has consumed forty years 
in construction, a vast amount of skill and labor has been performed. 

When a privilege like the present is afforded for a special occasion of 
prayer and thanksgiving, wherein the Saints who have entered into life 
with a shower of God’s blessings upon their heads, who come into the 
world adorned with all the choicest gifts of the Almighty,—with strength 
of body, activity of limb, health and vigor of constitution, and with 
everything to fit them for the trials and temptations they may be called 
upon to endure, it is accepted by them with joyfulness. The feeling of 
gratitude to their Heavenly Father comes from the inmost recesses of the 
heart, and penetrates every member in the Church. 

The fast meetings which will be held throughout the European Mission 
should be well attended. If there are any derelict members in the 
Branches they should be sought after and requested to observe the day ; 
if feelings exist between the Saints in any of the Conferences, let them be 
mellowed, softened, and removed by the influence of the Holy Spirit, that 
the supplications of the people before the throne of grace, for a continu- 
ance of divine blessings, may be unanimous, and marked by the deepest 
sincerity on the part of all. Every feature connected with this special fast 
day should be entered into heartily by the Latter-day Saints. Those who 
have observed these occasions in the past have obtained guidance, ex- 
perience, and strength for attainment to a condition that is above the 
reach of temptation and trial. To the Saints who are scattered they mean 
substantial help towards the removal of circumstances which prevent 
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them gathering to Zion; to the Saints in general they mean spiritual 
vigor, faith in God, love toward their neighbors, and a burning desire to 
assist in rolling on the great latter-day work. W. B. D., JR. 


AN attempt to improve upon the present system of marine signalling 
has led to the invention of an apparatus called the “telephote,” by means 
of which the signs of the Morse alphabet are reproduced by electric illu- 
mination on a signal mast. The transmitter, consisting of a keyboard with 
thirty-seven keys, is contained in an aluminum case, about seven inches 
deep and two yards square. The numerous electric wires, forming the 
connection between the transmitter and the lamps, are collected together 
outside the case into the cable about an inch in diameter. The signal 
mast, also of aluminum, is arranged in three pieces in such a way as to 
admit of being used in any length from three to nine yards. On this mast 
are 106 incandescent lamps of thirty-two (or more) candle power, which, 
by touching certain ‘keys, can be combined to form the signs of the Morse 
alphabet. Two lamps form the dot, and the minimum for the dash is 
twenty; this is equal to a length of a yard andahalf. The dark spaces 
between the dots and the dashes are of the same length. Finally, two red 
lamps mark the periods. Seventy-two letters a minute can be shown on 
the telephote, the signals being clearly visible at a distance of three miles 
in the day-time and ten miles at night. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Walter W. Williams is released from 
his labors as traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference, and is appointed 
to labor as traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference. 


HOW JEWS HAVE BEEN MADE TO DRESS. 


THE national distinctiveness of the Jews has been kept up more in the 
East than in other parts of the world, for the reason that in the Orient 
the spirit of brotherhood is not peculiar to the Jews, but is common to all 
religious communities, who thus form so many nations, so to speak, each 
having its own laws and customs. 

In the East, the dress plays the part of a profession of faith, or a 
national flag ; to discard the dress of one’s forefathers would be almost 
equal to apostacy, but in Western lands, where different ideas prevailed, 
they have adopted the costume of the country, and have retained it when 
discarded by the native races. 

The Jewish dress has strangely varied according to the countries and 
the times in which the Jews lived. It can scarcely be said that they have 
a national costume; they only have /oca/l fashions; it is no uncommon 
thing in Oriental countries to see Jews and Jewesses, of different origin, 
wearing different styles of dress in the same town, each style being 
distinctly Jewish. In almost every country their attire has undergone 
several changes, sometimes voluntary, but more usually by command of 
the authorities. 

At the present day even, the Jews in many countries of Europe, Asia, 
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and Africa—in Poland, Little Russia, Roumania, Asia Minor, Palestine, 
and Tunis—wear a special dress to distinguish them from the other in- 
habitants, Christian and Mussulman. 

Various decrees and edicts have been promulgated at different times, 
enjoining them to wear special marks or styles of dress, and it was a great 
crime for them to clothe themselves after the fashion of the other in- 
habitants. 

The laws on this latter point were very severe, but the people generally 
disliked these laws—perhaps on account of the persecution which they 
suffered at the hands of other religious bodies; they have thrown off the 
distinction where they could, except in the East, where, as already stated, 
it is practically part of the religion. The Jews in Mussulman countries 
have adopted the turban, and if their’s is of a different color to that of tue 
true believers, it is because the latter have so ordered. 

In ancient times the well-to-do Jews in Poland wore the Polish dress ; 
the spodek (a cap lined with fur), such as can still be seen on the Sabbath 
Day in Galicia, the cloak called a caftan, which was tightened at the waist 
by means of a wide girdle, the trousers stuffed in the boots, and a sword, 
for in tolerant Poland the Jew had the same right as the nobles to carry 
arms. 

This costume was retained by the Jews when the Polish nobles had 
abandoned it, and it was accordingly looked upon as their particular style 
in after years by those who knew no better. This continued until the 
Russian Government prohibited it, and the Israelites of Poland and Little 
Russia were obliged to change the fur-lined cap for the silk or velvet 
skull-cap, worn by the poorer folk of the towns; and in many localities 
this, in turn, came to be considered the distinctive head-dress of the 
chosen people. | 

Elsewhere the Israelites adopted the high hat, which consequently be- 
came the common head-gear among them. The Polish caftan was replaced 
by a long cloak or garment somewhat like that worn by the Russian mer- 
chants. Then the Emperor Nicholas thought that the lappets were too 
long ; he issued certain instructions concerning the dimensions of this 
talart, and those unhappy members of the Hebrew community, who had 
not conformed to the Imperial order, were stopped in the streets, and their 
garments cut to the required size literally “while they waited.” 

The Russian Czar did not stop there, but attacked the very hair of his 
Jewish subjects, and made them all cut off their long curls, the Rabbis 
only excepted, in direct opposition to the command in Leviticus xiv: 27. 

In the East the costume of the women varies according to the country, 
just the same as that of the men. Perhaps the most gracious is the dress 
of the Jewesses of Smyrna, with their jackets or bodices sloped upon the 
breast, and their baggy Oriental pantaloons. 

In Poland it is the rule for a Jewess to cut her hair short, and to disguise 
this loss they wear rows of lace, or satin ribbon, fantastically arranged. 
Take it altogether, Jewesses have no objection to following our fashions. 

In such places as the Israelites have dressed in a special way, it has 
usually been because they have been forced to do so; the Israelite who 
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dressed like the Christian or the Mahommedan exposed himself to gross 
insults, if nothing worse. 

The peculiar bend of the nose and other natural characteristics were 
not sufficient, certain signs or tokens must be worn by him so that he 
might be known—and reviled. 

The Council of Latran, in 1215, ordered the sons of Jacob to wear a piece 
of bright-colored cloth, round or square, upon their heads or shoulders, 
and those who did not wear it were fined and severely punished. This 
sign was replaced in Germany and some other countries by a red or green 
hat, or by a cap or hood of special shape. 

Even the women were not spared this humiliation; in certain parts of 
Italy, for instance, they were compelled to wear a square of yellow cloth 
on the top of their head-dress; in Frankfort and some other towns they 
were permitted to adopt some less conspicuous mark of identity, such as 
a veil with blue stripes. © 

All these laws and edicts had one object: to keep the Jews apart from 
all other people. They were distrusted and hated by all; Christians or 
Mahommedans, all were actuated by the same spirit, which caused them 
to invent distinctive marks and special forms of dress, that the despised 
people might be kept apart and treated with contumely.—F xchange. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The Mackintosh Sampling mill at Park City was destroyed by fire on March 9. There 
were four cars loaded with ore on the track at the mill, also burned. The loss is $25,000, 
fully insured. 

On Wednesday, March 9, a woman having a babe in her arms, called at Mrs. J. O. 
Angels, Salt Lake City, and enquired if she could rent a room. Under the pretext of 
having an errand to do, she left the babe with Mrs. Angel, but has not returned for it. 


Christian Peterson, of Huntsville, was crushed to death on March 14, under the power 
wheel of his sawmill in Ogden valley. While visiting the mill it is supposed he must 
have slipped into the race, which was filled with ice, and was carried by the swift current 
under the wheel. 


A heavy snowslide occurred on the Utah & Northern railway near Collinston, Box Elder 
county, recently. For a distance of nearly a hundred yards the track was imbedded in 
four to five feet of snow. A freight train was caught by the avalanche, and two cars 
were turned partly over. 


It has been decided to locate the copper plant at Pettit’s farm, three miles from the 
Wahsatch corner. The Rapid Transit Railway Company guarantees to put in rails to 
connect with the building site within ninety days; it is also understood that Postmaster 
Nash has guaranteed free delivery as far as the Hot Springs, to commence at once. 


The Utah Loan & Trust company building, at the corner of Washington Avenue and 
Twenty-fourth Street, Ogden, was discevered to be on fire on the morning of March 14. 
The fire spread rapidly, notwithstanding the building was supposed to be made as nearly 
fireproof as possible. It was a modern office building occupied by some of the leading 
law firms of the city and the district court. The Ogden fire department seemed unable 
to cope with the fearful blaze and asked Salt Lake for assistance. The Salt Lake 
department soon arrived, and in a short time had the fire practically under control. The 
damage is estimated at about three hundred thousand dollars, partly insured. Several 
firemen were injured ; none seriously. 


